“Faces of Benson” mural captures high school’s past, present and future. Midlands 
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RUSSIA INVESTIGATION 


Probe finds 


no conspiracy 
by Trump 
campaign 


But Mueller’s report 

stops short of exonerating 
president on obstruction of 
justice, AG tells Congress 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Special 
counsel Robert Mueller did not 
find evidence that President Don- 
ald Trump’s campaign “conspired 
or coordinated” with Russia to in- 
fluence the 2016 presidential elec- 
tion but reached no conclusion on 
whether Trump obstructed justice, 
Attorney General William Barr 
told Congress on Sunday. That 
brought a claim of vindication 
from Trump but set the stage for 
new rounds of political and legal 
fighting. 

After two years of investiga- 
tions, Trump declared “complete 
and total exoneration.” 


BRENDAN SULLIVAN/THE WORLD-HERALD 


Dave Ziola on the flooded patio of neighbors Lori and Pat Steinauer in the Willow Point neighborhood of Ashland, Nebraska. Just over 8,500 
Nebraskans and a similar number of lowans have flood insurance policies. Standard homeowners’ insurance doesn’t cover flood damage. 


“It’s a shame that our country 
has had to go through this,” Trump 
said. “To be honest, it’s a shame 
that your president has had to go 
through this.” 

But Democrats demanded to see 
the full Mueller report and insist- 
ed that even the summary by the 
president’s attorney general hard- 
ly put Trump in the clear. 

Mueller’s conclusions, summa- 
rized by Barr in a four-page letter 
to Congress, represented a victory 
for Trump on a key question that 
has hung over his presidency from 
the start: Did his campaign work 
with Russia to defeat Democrat 
Hillary Clinton? On Friday, the 
Justice Department announced 
that Mueller had wrapped his 
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DOCTORS IN THE DARK 


Hidden FDA 
reports detail 
failures of 100 
medical devices 


KatsER HEALTH NEWS 


Dr. Douglas Kwazneski was 
helping a Pittsburgh surgeon re- 
move an appendix when some- 
thing jarring happened. The sur- 
gical stapler meant to cut and seal 
the tissue around the appendix 
locked up. 

Kwazneski later turned to the 
Food and Drug Administration’s 
public database that tracks medi- 
cal device failures and “there was 
nothing,” he said. Yet when he 
surveyed leading surgeons on the 
matter, he discovered that more 
than two-thirds had experienced 
a stapler malfunction, or knew a 
peer who did. Such failures can 
have deadly consequences. 

Kwazneski had no idea that the 
FDA had quietly granted the mak- 
ers of surgical staplers a special 


LEARNING PAINFUL, COSTLY 
LESSONS AFTER FLOODING 


NRD looks at future risk: 100-year storm that would 
overwhelm Papio Creek Basin, flood Omaha’s core 


By JULIE ANDERSON 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Given the quirks of nature — bomb 
cyclones, frozen ground, torrential 
rainfall, ice jams, record-setting 
snowfall — it’s tricky to predict exact- 
ly what it would take to flood the core 
of the Omaha area. 

Much of the city proper sat largely 
high and dry as the recent epic flood- 
ing in eastern Nebraska and western 


Iowa swallowed homes, destroyed 
highways and swamped farmland. 

But one scenario stands out: What 
is perhaps Omaha’s greatest vulnera- 
bility lies in a potential flash flooding 
event caused by widespread, heavy 
rain in the Papillion Creek Basin, 
according to officials with the Pap- 
io-Missouri River Natural Resources 
District. 


See Future: Page 4 
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Inundated homeowners 
feel like they're at a loss 
without flood insurance, 
coverage few here have 


By CHRISTOPHER BURBACH 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


The sun felt good on Lola Mi- 
chaelsen’s face Friday afternoon 
as she stood outside her family’s 
camper in Glenwood, Iowa, but her 
troubled mind was miles away, on 
their mostly submerged home in 
Pacific Junction. 

It’s bad enough that the flood- 
ing Missouri River had inundated 
her house and hometown, and that 
she doesn’t know what will be left 
when the river gives them back. 
Michaelsen and her husband, like 
the vast majority of Nebraskans 
and Iowans struck by the flood of 
2019, also have no flood insurance 
to help them recover. Only the 
rooftop of their house is visible 
above the water, more than a week 
after the flood. 

“We don’t know what to do,” Mi- 
chaelsen said. “Nobody seems to 
know. Our house isn’t even paid 
for.” 

Laura Sucha and her business 
partner in Niobrara, Nebraska, 


See Insurance: Page 2 


Flood victims “overwhelmed by what they have lost” get supplies and support at the Bellevue Christian Center. Midlands 
Find the latest weather forecasts and updates from flooding in the region as well as videos and more photos. Omaha.com 
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LOCAL ONLINE AUCTION EVENT 
FINAL DAYS. ENDS TOMORROW AT 8PM 
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ENTERTAINMENT ° HEALTH & WELLNESS ° TRAVEL ° AUTO « PET SERVICES AND MORE! 
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